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WE MIGHT BE 
LATE BUT WE 
WILL BE RIGHT

Constance vow on abuse inquiry headcommitted   
Angela  
Constance

Education Secretary 
A nge l a  C o n s t a n c e  
yesterday vowed to put 
the best person in charge 
of a public inquiry into 
child abuse in Scotland.

She made the pledge 24 hours 
after she was criticised by victims 
for delaying the appointment.

Constance had been expected 
to announce which judge would 
be spearheading the investigation 
into historical institutional child 
abuse by the end of the month.

But she revealed last week  
there will be no announcement 
u nt i l  a f t e r  M ay ’s  gene r a l  
election, sparking anger among 
abuse survivors.

Yesterday she reassured victims 
that the Scottish Government was 
on their side and promised who-
ever is in charge will get it right.

Constance said: “No child should 
ever have to suffer at the hands  
of those in a position of trust. 

“That so many of our most  
vulnerable children had their 
childhoods cruelly taken from 
them through the abuse endured 
in institutional care is a national 
scandal and we’ll do everything 
we can to make sure this never 
happens again.

“We must always be on the side 
of survivors of abuse, we will  
g ive them the voice and the  
opportunity for justice that they 
have fought for so tirelessly. 

“That’s why I committed from 
the outset to an independent 
inquiry with the full statutory 
powers to compel witnesses and 
demand evidence. 

“Next month, subject to the 
agreement of Parliament, I intend 
to announce what the inquiry will 
look like and who will lead it.

“We want, indeed, we need to 
get this right. 

“That’s why we have involved 
survivors in helping us develop 
the remit and make sure the  
chair is the right person to help 
s u r v i v or s  g e t  t h e  j u s t i c e  
they deserve.”

It’s understood the costs of  the 
inquiry could top £10million.

David Whelan, 56, who was 
sexually abused in the 70s by 

resigned  
Lord Mayor 
of London 
Fiona Woolf

Now we 
firmly 
believe 
steps are 
being 
finalised 
to 
ensure 
the truth 
will 
finally 
come out

Q u a r r i e r s  c a r e r  J o h n  
Porteous, known as the Beast of 
the Bel lotower, said v ictims  
a re dema nd i ng “no h id i ng  
p l a c e ”  for  a bu s e r s  or  t he  
organisations involved.

T h e  c a m p a i g n e r ,  w h o  
represents hundreds who claim 
they were abused at Quarriers, 
said: “We’ve been on a very long, 
painful journey.

“But now we firmly believe steps 
are being finalised to ensure the 
tr uth of what happened to  

thousands of children in care will 
finally come out.”

An inquiry into historical child 
sex abuse in England has been 
plagued with problems after two 
chairwomen picked to head the  
investigation were forced to  
step down.

Lord Mayor of London Fiona 
Woolf resigned from the panel last 
October after her close links to Lord 
Leon Brittan emerged. Brittan, who 
died earlier this year, is expected 
to come under scrutiny.

Her predecessor Ba rones  
Elizabeth Butler-Sloss also quit 
the investigation because of her 
family links. Her late brother Sir 
Michael Havers had been attorney 
general in the 1980s and his  
actions would have been subject 
to investigation by the inquiry.

The inquiry is now being led by 
Justice Lowell Goddard.

Marion Scott ■

Crash man 
is named
A driver who died when  
his van left the road has  
been named.

James Whyte, 47, from 
Peebles in the Borders, died 
when his black Vauxhall 
Vivaro van came off the 
B6363 on Friday night.

Pol ice Sergeant Ross 
D r u m m o n d  s a i d :  
“Officers are now carrying 
out enquiries.

“We are appealing for  
a ny w it nesses to t h is  
collision, or who saw the 
black Vauxhall Vivaro van 
travelling from Stow to 
Lauder, to contact Police 
Scotland on 101.”

Forced south for justice
A lawyer involved in the 
Rotherham child abuse 
scandal claims Scotland’s 
abuse victims are being 
forced to go to England  
for justice.

David Greenwood, who’s 
also representing victims 
of Jimmy Savile, says a 

three-year timebar rule 
north of the border, which 
gives claimants a set period 
in which they must raise a 
complaint, stops thousands 
of abuse v ictims from  
getting compensation.

He said: “English judges 
readily accept child abuse 

victims can take decades 
to tel l what happened  
t o  t he m .  S c o t l a nd ’s  
historic abuse victims 
shouldn’t be denied justice 
because the Scott ish  
Parliament didn’t take  
the opportunity to change 
the strict timebar law.”


